



[bookmark: _GoBack]Impressionism & Claude Monet 

Impressionism originated in France; it is characterized by depicting the visual impression of the moment, especially in terms of shifting light and color.  

Claud Monet (born November 14, 1840, died December 5, 1926) is considered the founder of French Impressionist painting. Monet is the most consistent example of the movement’s philosophy of expressing one’s perception before nature, especially as it relates to plein air painting. The term impressionism is derived from the title of his painting “Impression, Sunrise”. 
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Impression, Sunrise, 1872, Oil on Canvas, 18x24 inches 

· Monet visited his hometown Le Havre in north west France in 1872. During his stay he proceeded to make a series of paintings that depicts the port at dawn, day, dusk, and dark from various perspectives. There are 6 paintings in this series. 
· This painting hung in the first impressionist exhibit in 1874 in Paris. From the painting’s title, art critic Louis Leroy coined the term “Impressionism” which he meant as criticism, but the Impressionists appropriated the term for themselves.  
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Meule (Haystacks), 1891, Oil on canvas, 28x35 inches

· In May of 1883, Monet and his family rented two acres of land in Giverny. There was a barn that double as a studio, orchards, a small garden, and the surrounding landscape offered an endless array of suitable motifs for Monet’s work. The family built up the gardens and in November 1890 Monet was prosperous enough to buy the two acres of land. By 1899 Monet built a greenhouse and a second studio. 
· Beginning in the 1880’s and 1890’s, through the end of his life, Monet worked on a series of paintings, in which a subject was depicted in varying light and weather conditions. His first series exhibited was Haystacks, painted from different points of view and at different times of the day. They are differentiated almost entirely through color, touch, and atmospheric effect. 
· Monet was exceptionally fond of painting “controlled nature”.      
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Weeping Willow, 1918-1919, Oil on canvas, 39x47 inches 

· Monet painted 10 weeping willows between 1918-1919. They are his mournful response to World War I. Monet’s Giverny home was emptied of his children’s families and his household staff because they were either called into service or fled from the advancing German army. His only surviving son was fighting on the war front for the French army. Monet could at times hear the shelling of combat, but refused to leave, he preferred to share the fate of his gardens. 
· The weeping willow paintings are characterized by their shadowy colors and squirming forms. Monet expressed grief not only with the subject, but through his impressionistic mark making. 
· Cataracts formed in Monet’s eyes, for which he underwent two operations in 1923. Monet claimed his failing eyesight was best suited for working in larger formats. He very rarely made an easel painting after 1914. 
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Monet’s Garden at Giverny 

Monet’s Death: Monet died of lung cancer on December 5th, 1926 at the age of 86. His famous home and garden with its waterlily pond were bequeathed by his heirs to the French Academy of Fine Arts in 1966. Through the Foundation Claude Monet, the home and gardens were open to visitors in 1980. The home includes Monet’s works, objects from his life, and his extensive Japanese woodblock print collection. It is one of two main attractions of Giverny, which draws tourists from all over the world.     
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